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| TRADING T O wp 
Africa and the Jndies; 
 "Fune 26. 1695, 


UR SOVERAIGN LORD Taking into His Confide- 
ration, that by an A& paſt in this preſent Parliament, 


Majeſty for the Improvement thereef,Did withAdvice 
and Conſent of the-Eſtates of Parliament Statute and Declare, 


ThatMerchants,more or fewer,may contra& and enter into ſuch 
Societies and Companies, for carrying on of Trade,as toany ſub- 


jet of Goods or Merchandiſe to whatſomever Kingdoms,Coun- 


tries,or parts of the world,not being in War with His Majeſty, 
e7) ny pe 


| J 
where 7 rade is in{uſe to be)or may be followed.and particularly; 
beſide the Kingdoms and Countries of Europe, to'the Eaſt and 
Weſt- tndies, the Streights, and to trade in the Mediterranean, or 
upon: the Coaſt of Africa, or in the Nortbern parts, or elſewhere 
as above: Which Societies and Companies being contracted and 
entred into, upon the terms,and in the uſual manner, as ſuch 
Campanies are ſet up,and in uſe in other Parts,confiſtent always 
with theLawsof this Kingdom:His Majeſty with conſent afore- 
Taid, did Allow and* Approve, Giving and Granting to them 
and each of them all Powers,Rights and Priviledpes, as totheir 
Perſons, Rules and Orders,that by the Laws are given to Compa- 
nes allowed to be ereed for ManufaQories: And His Majeſty 
for their greater Encouragement, did-promiſe to give to theſe 
Companies, and each of them his Letters Patent under the great 
Seal,confirmingtothem the whole foreſaid Powers andPriviled- 
ges, with what 'otber Encouragement His Majeſty ſhould Jus 
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_AndF Grit en th L iſeveral Perſons} AS 
ru: Vativies of thisKingdom,azevilling to engage them 
with rent ſums of mony 1n an American, African and Indian. 
to be exerciſed in and from thisKingtom, if inabled and incou- 


wed thereunto by theConceſſions, Powersand Priviledges need- 
1kgnc duſt eligſuch Gaſes. T fore and in purſuance of the 
4 weat, HisMajeſty withAdvice and Conſent 


F FE ſaid Eſtates of F arBamient, doth erkby make and conſtitute 


John Lond Belbiaven, Adam C ckburn of Ormiſtoun, LordJuſtice Clerk, 
9 of Giffn,Sirf on _—— of Pollock, SirRo- 


te th. 


6 uires, ames C bief vr Smith. hewtas Coitts, Hugh Frazer, 
oo pf C9 ohenD* Azevedo and Walter Stewart Merchants; in London, 


thr : wich! '6thers: 4s thalll hs with: them within the ſpace of 


Wes 


whom the forefaid Perſons;and.thele joyned with them or the 
em- being "aſlembled, ſhall admit and joyn into 


- ny ipart of th 
R- vint-ſtock;and Tenia ſhall all be Repute.as if herein 
_ originally-inſert to be-oneBodylncorporate,aud a free Incorpo- 
| ratio -with-perpetual Succeſſion, by.the Name of The Company 
\ 58s Scotland Trading to Africa. and the Indies :. Providing always, 

iheas/it is hereby in the firſt place provided, that of the Fond or 

i-Stock that ſhall:be agreed to/be advancedand imployed 
_ by: the: Torefeidindertaktes,- -and their Co-partners, the half at 
_ Teaftdhall-beappointed and: allotted for Scottiſh men within.this 
Kitigdoi; who: ſhall:enter and ſubſcribe to the-ſaid Company, 
before: the: butt day. of Aug uguſt, One Thouſand Six Hundred: and 


Nincty Six Years : And if if it ſhall happen that. Scots men living 
this Kingdom, ſhall not betwixt and the foreſaid Term, 


Capita} Stock; :thenandin that Caſe allannerly, it ſhall be,and 
1s-hereby a lowed: to: Scots men reſiding abroad, or to Forraign- 
2 \ erg come» it); - Jubſcribe-and be aſſumed for the ſuperplus of 

the! Aid half; and no-otherwiſe : Likeas, the Quota of; ; Very 


aan vpart- os. the ſaid Stogk whereupon he ſhall be capable to 
enter-into.the faid Company, : whether he be Native or For- 


-faigner'; --ſhall-be forthe leaſt one hundred 1b. Sterl. And 


_ +Forthe higheſt or greateſt, three thouſand lib. Sterl. and no more 
Athos __: JR direaty 
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— evefwaiatonths after.the' firſt day {of Auguſt next, and all others, 


{nbicribe for; and make-up the equal half of the ſaid Fond or 
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em nn 
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directly nor indirectly in any ſort; with Power to the ſaid Com: 
pany to have a common Seal,and to alter and renew thefame at | 
their pleaſute,with advice always of theLyonKing at Arms;as alſo Wo -:-..14 
plead and ſue, and be ſued ; and to purchaſs, acquire,poſſeſs,and ', * 
enjoy Lordſhips, Lands, Tenements,or other Eftate real or per- 3 
ſonal,of whatſoever nature or quality, and to diſpoſe upon and 
alienate the ſame,or any part thereof at theirpleafure;and that by 
Transfers and Aſhgnment,made and'entered in their Books and |} 
Records without any otherFormality of Law, Providing always, © 
that ſuch Shares as are firft ſubſcribed for;byScots men within this | 
Kingdom,ſhall not be alienable to any other than Scots men liv- | 

| 


| ing within this Kingdom; T hat the foreſaid Tranfers and Convoy- 
4 ances as toLandsand other real Eſtate(when' made of theſe only 
and a part)be perfected according to the Laws of this Kingdom 
anent'theConvoyance of Lands and realRights;with power like- | 
vayes to the foreſaid Company, by Subſcriptions or otherways,as 


with any forraign Prince,Potentate,or.State,or upon any other | 


» : 


| as & 54 SAS SO”; | Te: F611 CV. Ay 4 "> by | _Y _ 
' | _ - account or pretence whatſomever;but ſhall orly be transferable, 


parts and portions,and under fuch reſtritionyule and conditi- 


_ Aſſignments only,and no other ſhall convoy the right and bu: 
ty, in and to the faid joint.Stock, and capital Fund and if 
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a 265A any other ab ons in their Rights: 
ſhall kave retention of their charges and expenſes in 
pl Ck 4 ind the Books, Recordsand Regifters of the ſaid 
_ C077 Yo aut ic tick. Abfirator Extracts out of the ſame are 
k oY by Dt ] to be good and ſufficient for evidents in allCourts 
of Jus Cage elſewhere. And His Mags, with advice fore- 
aid.farder ſtatutes and) declares, that the ſaid Jobn Lord Belhaven, 
Adam Cockburn of hr Lord Juſtice Clerk, Mr. F rancis Mont- 
| =” ery of Giffen,S + ly ART of Pollock.Sir Robert Chielly ly,pre- 
| ent. 


| Kel f ig of fon gh, Jobn Swintoun of that Tk, George Clarke | 
| Jate: Baillie of Edinburgh, Mr Robert Blakewood and James Balfour 


| Merchants in Edinburgh ,andJobn( Corſs Merchant in Glaſgow,Wiil- 
liam Paterſai Ny. James rulis,D avid Nairn, Thomas Deans Eſquires, 
lames. Chieſly, James Smith, ati Coutts , Hugh Frazer, fo oſeph Co- 


fawes, Chiefy, 
-- ba D * Azeve do and Waber Stewart Merchants i in London,and 0- 
thers, to be joined with, or aflumed by them in manner above- 
' menti 2544 theirSuccefſors,or/ major part of them aſſembled in 
_ theſaid Company ſhalland. may, inalltme coming by the plurali- 
 ty,af Votes agree,make,conſtitute & ordainall ſuch other Rules, 
| digances and Conftitutions,as: may, be needful for the better 
overnment and improvement of their joint Stock, or yxjim 
Fond.in all matters and things relatingthereunto: towhichRules, 
On inauces and Conſtitutions all perſons belonging to the faid 
Company-as well DireCors as members thereof, Governors or 0- 
erOfficers,civil or military, or others whatſoever ſhall be fub- 
by concluded;asalſo to adminiſtrate and takeOaths 
7 ers requilite to _the management of the foreſaid 
Stock a = Company. \nd the faid Company is hereby impowred | 
toEquip,Fit,ſet out Fraught and Navigate their own, or hired 
Shzps,in ſuch manner as they ſhall think fit,and that for the 1 pace 
af4en. years from the date hereof notwithſtanding of the Act of 
Parliament-one thouſand fix hundred and fixty one years,inti- 
tuled. At far encourag of Shipping and Navigation, wherewith his 
ty with ary ber diſpenſes for the ſaid time allner- 
avours of the ſaid Company,and that from any of thePorts 


by 


Or: places of thisKingdam| or from any other parts or places in a- 
mity,or not inHoſtility with His Maj ty in warlike or other man- 
ner to any Lands lands, Countries orPlaces inA/za, 1a. 4 ffrica or America, ; 
eodiere to plant C elonies, build (ities; Towns or Forts in or upon: 
"le paces not inbabited.,or in orupon any other place, by conſent 
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_ SP, 
of the Nativesand Inhabitants thereof, ad not poſſeſt by any Eiz = 

'ropean Soveratign, Potentate, Prince, or State, and to provide and: 
furniſh-the foreſaid Places, Cities, Towns,or Forts with Magazines; 
Ordnance, Arms, Weapons, Ammunition, and ſtores of War, and. 

by force of Arms to defend their I rade and Navigation;Collonies, 

_ Cities, Towns, Forts, and Plantations,and other their effefts what- | 
ſoever ; as alſo to make Repriſals, and to ſeek and take reparatis _ | 
on of Damage done by Sea, or by Land, and to- make and con-i * | 
clude Treaties of Peace and Commerce with the Soveraigns, Princes; | 
Eſtates, Rulers, Governours, or Proprietors of the foreſaid Lands, 

| Mands, Countries, or Places in Aſia, Africa, or America, Provis 
ding always, Likeas, It 1s hereby ſpecially provided, That all Ships 

imployed by them ſhall return to this Kingdom with their effects, 

© | under the pain of Confiſcation, Forfaulture, and Seizure of - the 

| Ship and Goods, 1n caſe of breaking of Bulk before their Return, 
excepting the caſe of Neceſſity, for preſerving the Ship, Company -- 
and Loading allanerly. And His Majeſty with Conſent foreſaid, 
doth farder Statute and Ordain, that none of the Leidges of this 
Kingdom ſhall, or may I rade or Nayigat to any Lands, Iſlands, 
Countries, or Places in Afia, or Affrica,. in any time hereafter, or 
in America, for, and during the ſpace of thirty . one Years, to be 

w counted from the paſſing of this preſent A& without Licence and 

\ Permiſſion in writing from the ſaid Company ; certifying all ſuch as 
(hall do in the contra1r hereof, that they ſhall Forfaplt and) Amit, the 
third part of the Ship or:Ships,arit-of the Cargo or Cargoestherein 
Imployed,or the value thereof;the one half toHis Majeſty asEfeheat, 


— 


and the other half to the uſe and benefit of the ſaid Company: -For 


the effetual execution whereof, it ſhall be lawful to the ſaid -Come 
pany, or any Imployed by them, to fieze the ſaid Ships and Goods 
in any. place of Aſia, or Aﬀrita, or at Sea, upon the. Geafts of 
Afia or Africa, upon' the tran{greſſion aforeſaid; by. force of Arms 
and at their ownhand, and that without-the hazard of incurrihg 
any Crime or Delinquencie whatſomever on account of the ſaid Sets 
zure, or any thing neceffarly.done in proſecution thereof, Except- 
ing always, and without prejudieeito.any. of the Subjects of this 
Kingdom to Trade and Navigat, during the faid'ſpace to any part 
of America, where the Collonies, Plantations, or Poſleſſions. of the 
ſaid Company ſhall not be ſettled; - And. 1t 1s. further  heteby Ena- 
Gted, That the ſaid Company ſhall have the free and abſolute Right 
and Property, only relieving and holding of His Majeſty; and His 
Succeflors in Soveraignty for the only acknowledgment of 'their al. 
ledgeance, - and paying Yearly a OI of 'Tobateo, Baie 
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| _ _ of Blenehduty, if requ 
#.. Tands, Collomes,: Cities, Towns, Forts, and Plantations, that. 
they ſhall come to Eftabliſh or Poſſeſs in manner aforeſaid: As allo 
to all manner of Treaſures, Wealth, Riches, Profits, Mines, Mt- 
b . nerals, Fiſhings, with the whole Produft and Benefit thereof,” as 
# ' well underps above the Ground, and as well in Rivers and Seas, 
A - ps in the Lands thereto belonging, or from or by reaſon of the - 
KF fave in any fort, together with the Right of Government, and 
* Admirality thereof ; ' And that the ſaid Company =_ by vertue 
hereof, grant and delegar fuch Rights, Properties, Powers and 
Inintunities, and” perfnit and allow: fuch ſort of. Trade, .Com- 
merce and Navigation into their Plantations, Collonies, Cities, 
 Fowns, or Places of their Poffeſſion, as the faid Company from 
- time to time ſhal} judge fit and convenient, with-power to them 
toithpoſe and exact ſuch Cuftoms, and 'other Duties upon and 
from themſelves, and' others Trading with, and coming to the | 
_ ſaid Plantations, Cities, Towns, Places, and Forts, and Harbours 
thereof, as the Company thall think needful for. the. maintenance 
and other publick uſes of 'the fame, Hoiding always, and to hold 
the whole Premifles of his Majeſty, and his Succeflors Kings of 
$eotland, as Soveraigns thereof, and-paying only for the ſame their 
. acknowledgment and allegiance with a Hogſhead of Tobacco 
_ yearly, in name' of Blench-Duty if required, for all other Duty, 
ervice, Claim or Demand whatſoever. With power and liberty 
tothe ſaid Company, to Treat for, and to procure and purchaſe 
uchRishts, Liberties, Privileges, Exemptions, and other Grants, as 
: may-beconvenient for ſupporting, promoting and enlarging their 
| Frade and Navigation fromany Foreign Potentate or Prince what- 
foever, imamity-with His Majefty. ; for which the general Treaties 
of Peace and Commence betwizt His Majeſty and ſuch Potentates; 
Prinees of Statesſhalf ſerve for ſufficient Security, Warrand.and Au- 
thority, and if contrair tothe faidRights, Liberties, Priviledges, 
Exemptions, Grantsor Agreements, any of rhe Ships, Goods, Mer- 


F344 "x. Va.» 
71, K% rs T6 
\ 
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iredallanerly, in, and to all ſach'Lands; 


thandize, Perſons or othey kiffeQts whatſoever,belonging to; the faid 
# _- Company, ſhall beiſtopt; detained, embezled, or away taken, or 
=. In anyſort prejjidged or damnified.; His Majeſty pronufes ta inter« 
| » pole his Authority tohave reſtitution, reparation: and ſatisfaction 
made for the Damage done, and that upon the publick: Charge; 
which His Majeſty ſhalt caufe depurſe, and lay out for that Effe&; 
| And farder, it is hereby Statute, that all Ships, Veſſels, Merchan- 
Wize, Goods and'other-Effe8ts whatſoever, belonging ta the ſaid 
Company ſhall be free fromall manner of Reftraints or Prohibiri- 
| ons, 


hates 
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\viſe the while Duties of Tobacco arid 
growth of: the Plantations of- the ſaid Company; And. 
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6ns; and of all Cuftodtss, Taxes,  Cefits; Supplies, of. other Dus 
ties Impaſed, or to be: Impoſe} by A& of Parliament, or other: 


wiſe, for, and during the ſpace of tweaty one Years, excepting al 


Sugar, that are not of thi 
r 1t 


C 


nacted, That the ſaid Company by Commiſſion winder their C 
mon' Seal, or otherwiſe as they thall appoint, may make aiid cons 
ftitute all and every their DireGtors, Governeurs, and, Command: 
ers incchief, and other Officers Civit or Militasy by Sea, or by-Land 
as likewiſe that the ſaid: Company. may Inliſt, Insoll, Agree: arid 
Retain all ſuch perſons Subjefts of. this Kingdom, or others what: 


foever, as fhall be willing ad conſent to enter into-their Service ar :; 
_ Pay, providing always that they Uplift os Levy none Roni ET 


Kingdom to be Soldiers, without: Leave or Warrand. firſt obtaine( 
from His Majefty, or the Lordsof His Ptivy Council, over which 


Directors, Governotrs,, Commanders in. chef, or other Officers | 
civil or military,and others whatfoeyer in their Service and Pay,the * 


Company hall have the power, commarid and diſpofition both by 


Seaand Land. And it 1sfarderStatute;that no.Officer civil or militat 


atid in caſe the ſaid omg; their Officers or Agents- ſhall find 
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.ollornes, "Cities, "Towns, FaQories, and other Plas 
rch ftand poſleſt by the ſaid Company; ſhall be 
angdom, and have the Priviledges there. | 
erally without E rejudice of the Specialities foreſaid, 
jfiy "with conſent foreſaid, gives and grants to the ſaid 
Yall Power, Rights and Priviledges, as to their Perſons, 
8,7 Orders, Eftates, Goes and Effe&ts whatſoever, that by | 
Laws are given to:Com antes allowed to be erected for Ma- 
Qories,” or that are uſually g1ven 1n any other civil Kingdom, 


$ - N Natives or this 


Fw 
4 4 


| r Common-wealth, to-any Company there ereed for Trade and 
- -*Commerce.- -And for the better Eftabliſhment and greater Solem- 
Eat - mit y of this A& and Gift in favours of the ſaid Company, His Ma- 
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jeſty doth farder Ordain Letters Patent tobe expede hereupon, 
8 containing the whole Premiſes under the Great Seal of this Kings 
= ' dom, for doing whereof Per Saltum : Thir Preſents ſhall be ſufh- 
6. # cient Warrand both to the Dire&or and Chancellor, or Keeper of 

- the Great Seal, as uſe is in like Caſes. .. : 
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